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Keith Wesnes is Practice Leader in cognitive function at Bracket Global, a division of the United BioSource Corporation, and works out of the Goring on Thames offices in the UK. He is a Visiting Professor at Northumbria University, Newcastle, and an Adjunct Professor at Swinburne University, Australia. His core area of expertise is the assessment of cognitive function in clinical research.

Following his graduation in Experimental Psychology with First-Class BSc Honors from Reading University in 1973, Keith Wesnes was awarded a Medical Research Council doctoral studentship to identify the involvement of the ascending reticular cholinergic system in human attention, using the drugs nicotine and scopolamine as research tools. During his doctoral research it became evident that cognitive tests need to be automated to maximize their sensitivity, which led to an enduring commitment to this methodology and Research Fellowships at Reading University and subsequently Guy’s Hospital in London. During this period from 1976 to 1986, he developed and validated a series of highly sensitive tests of core aspects of cognitive function, now known as the CDR System. In 1986 Professor Wesnes founded Cognitive Drug Research Ltd to offer this system as a scientific service to the clinical trial community. The CDR System soon became and remains today the most widely used automated method in worldwide clinical research.  The company twice won the most prestigious business accolade in the UK, the Queen’s Award for Enterprise (2002 & 2003), applied the CDR System to over 1,000 clinical trials and grew to a staff of over 80 with offices in Reading, Chicago and Melbourne. In 2009 the company joined the United BioSource Corporation, and the CDR System is now an integral component of the company’s broad offering to life science companies to facilitate the development and commercialization of healthcare products. 

During his career, Keith has held academic positions at Indiana University, Reading University, Guy’s Hospital Medical School, University of East London and Bristol University. He was made a Fellow of the Royal Statistical Society in 1983, a Chartered Psychologist in 1988, and a Fellow of the British Psychological Society in 1989. He has published over 250 peer-reviewed papers and chapters, and 9 students have received PhDs under his supervision. He belongs to numerous national and international societies, and regularly sits on specialist advisory boards for various pharmaceutical companies. Since 2009 he has worked on the ILSI European Task Force on Nutrition & Mental Performance. In 2010 he became an expert advisor on the External Strategic Advisory Board of the NIHR Biomedical Research Centre for Mental Health and NIHR Biomedical Research Unit for Dementia at South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust and Institute of Psychiatry, King’s College London. 

