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A. Personal Statement 
 

I am a co-founder of Azevan Pharmaceuticals and have worked continuously on the company’s 
vasopressin antagonist drug development programs since operations started in 2000. As the CEO and part of 
the core management team, I have shared principal responsibility for the development of SRX246 and other 
clinical candidates spanning discovery, optimization, assuring intellectual property protection, preclinical 
development, IND filings, two successful Phase I Clinical Trials (including both single and multiple ascending 
dose arms for two drugs), and a 700+ compound library.  

As the company CEO, I have obtained support for Azevan’s vasopressin antagonist program through 
multiple NIH awards (STTR Phase I and Phase II grants, SBIR Phase I, Phase II, and Competing Continuation 
grants, the National Toxicology Evaluation Program, the RAID Program) and Series A and Series B private 
venture capital investments led by Ascent Biomedical Ventures, L.P. I have been the PI or co-PI on the STTR 
and SBIR grants, the National Toxicology Evaluation Program Award, and the RAID grant.  

I also hold an appointment as a Professor of Biological Sciences at Lehigh University and have over 30 
years research experience in neurobiology. For the past decade, I have focused my research efforts in 
neuropharmacology and drug development. I am the author of over 150 publications and abstracts, including 5 
recently co-authored papers with Azevan Scientists.  
 
B. Positions and Honors 
 
Positions 
1979-1981 National Research Service Award, postdoctoral fellow, R.E. Whalen, Ph. D., and R. Green, 

M.D., Directors, State University of New York, Stony Brook 
1981-1982 Research Scientist, Long Island Research Institute, New York State Office of Mental Hygiene, 

Stony Brook, New York 
1982-1983 Adjunct Assistant Professor of Psychology, University of California, Riverside 
1983-1988 Assistant Professor of Psychology, Lehigh University 
1988-1992 Associate Professor of Psychology, Lehigh University 
1992-1993 Associate Dean of Graduate Studies and Associate Professor of Psychology, Lehigh University 
1992-1994 Director, Center for Molecular Biosciences and Biotechnology, and Professor (as of 1993), 

Departments of Psychology and Molecular Biology, Lehigh University 
1993-1995 Professor, Department of Psychology and Molecular Biology, Lehigh University 
1994-1995 American Council on Education Fellow, Office of the President, Lehigh University 
1996        Professor Associé (1st Class Distinguished Research Professorship),  

Laboratoire d’Neurobiologie et Ethologie, Université Louis Pasteur,  
Strasbourg, France 

1995-2006 Professor and Chair, Department of Biological Sciences, Lehigh University 
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2006-present Professor Department of Biological Sciences, Lehigh University 
1999-present CEO, Azevan Pharmaceuticals, Inc.  
 
Honors and Awards 
 
1969-1974 New York State Regents Scholar 
1979-1981 National Research Service Postdoctoral Fellowship 
1988 Lehigh University Award for Outstanding Teaching by a Junior Faculty Member 
1994-1995       Fellow, American Council on Education 
1996             Professeur Associé (1st Class Distinguished Research Professorship), Université Louis Pasteur  
 
Private Sector Activities 
 

Co-founder and CEO, Azevan Pharmaceuticals, Inc, 116 Research Drive, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.  
Founded in 1999, the company’s mission is to develop new drugs for stress-related affective disorders, 
including PTSD, major depression, and impulsivity/inappropriate aggression.  
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Q Mo, S Lu, MJ. Brownstein, NG Simon (2010). Genome-wide analysis of DHEA and DHT induced gene 
expression in mouse hypothalamus and hippocampus. J ster Biochem Mol Biol, 114(3-5):135-43 PMID: 
19429443 
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D. Research Support 
 

Ongoing Research Support 

 
07/01/05 -12/31/12 Novel Vasopressin Antagonists for Drug Development.  Ascent Biomedical Ventures, L.P. 
$3,500,000 (co-PI with N.D. Heindel), 20% effort 
 
These funds also support the development of highly selective and specific vasopressin 1a (V1a) receptor 
antagonists for use in the treatment of anxiety and major depression 
 
4/1/10 - 3/30/14 New Drugs for Stress-related Affective Illness. National Institute of Mental Health, $2.1 million 
(co-PI with M. J. Brownstein), 20% effort 
 
These funds also support the development of novel mixed vasopressin 1a (V1a)/vasopressin 1b (V1b)receptor 
antagonists for use in the treatment of stress-related mood disorders 
 
5/01/11- 4/30/12 Screening New Therapeutics for the Treatment of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. National 
Institute of Mental Health, $135,000 (with C. Ferris). 10% effort 
 
These funds support the screening of novel therapeutics for the treatment of PTSD using a new conditioned 
fear model and awake rodent imaging studies. A Phase II submission is in preparation. 
 
Recently Completed Projects 
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10/01/02-8/30/11.  A Potential New Drug for Depression.  National Institute of Mental Health, $3,850,000 (co-
P.I. with E. Damiano), 20% effort 
 
The project supports the development of highly selective and specific vasopressin 1a (V1a) receptor 
antagonists for use in the treatment of anxiety and major depression 
 
09/30/09-09/30/10, A Potential New Drug for Depression. National Institute of Mental Health, $226,385 (co-P.I. 
with E. Damiano), 10% effort 
 
This project was a supplement to the above grant issued under the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act 
of 2009. 
 
07/01/01 – 06/30/05. Treating Self-Abuse in Autism and Mental Retardation.  National Institutes of Mental 
Health, 2R42 HD37290 (project role: principal investigator) $600,000 
 
The project developed novel vasopressin antagonists for self-injurious behavior and impulsivity.  

 
 


